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THAT YE BE NOT, SLOTHFUL, zur ro- 


LOWERS OF THEM WHO THROUGH FAITH: 


- AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES, 
conſider the excellence of that ſtate of fu- 


| ture immortality and happineſs, which is 


revealed in the golpel, and at the ſame time per- 


and congruity to the ſoul of 


ceive its: fuitable 
man; (without taking into the account the vi- 


tiated bias of our fallen nature, and the many 


obſtructions ariſing from the world around us,) we, 
might juſtly wonder that any ſuch cautions and 


counſels as occur in this, and numerous other paſ- 


ſages of the ſacred volume, ſnould be either ne- 
ceſſary or expedient. It would be natural to ſup- 
pare that the proſpect of complete redemption. 
rom all the miſeries of this mortal life, and the 
expectation of perfect, unalloyed, and eternal bliſs; 
when contraſted with the preſent ſtate and expe- 


rience of mankind, would inflame every paſſion, 


and quicken every deſire of the foul, in ſubſer- 
vience to the attainment of that ineffable joy and 
delight. | ? | ad * 

But we find, by daily obſervation, that not only 


the bulk of mankind are totally negligent of their 
* future 


1 


HEN we contemplate the nature, and 
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* 
— — _ 


[ 
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future and eternal intereſts; but that the fume prin- 
ciples which unhappily determine them habitually 


Den 


Y —— the „ eee of ſin and ſenſe, and the 


yments 
fach a and holineſs here, and the fruition of Gop 


and glory hereafter; have alſo, in ſome degree, 


a very unhappy influence upon true chriſtians them- | 


this lower. world, to the exerciſes of 


ſelyes, who are profeſſedly ſecking a better country. 


Their chief enjoyments are not preſent but future z 
_ ſince they walk by faith, and not by light, (a). 
are frequently apt to diſcover too great an in- 
dub to the objects of their expectation, and 
t a — 1 in the path of duty and obe- 

— While the men of the world ** their 


ſchemes with the moſt prudent caution, guard with 


the utmoſt vigilance againſt every impediment to 


the accompliſhment of their end, and execute their 


deſigns with indefatigable ardor and induſtry :— 
The diſciples of JESUS, the heirs of the heavenly 


inheritance, ſuffer the preſent cares and concerns 


of the world, to retard them in their heavenly- - 
courſe, appear negligent and ſlothful, unwary and 


forgerful : = their ardor beareth no proportion ta 
the ſuperior excellence of the objects ſet before 
them. Hence aroſe that ſevere but juſt reproach, 


contained i in the obſervation of our leſſed Lokp; | 


that * the children of this world are, in their gene- 
ration, wiſer than the children of light. ( _ 
But, my brethren, theſe things anght not ſo to 
be. Our time is precious, our days are few and 
evil, our expectations are glorious, and the poſ- 
ſeſſion we have in proſpect infallibly ſecure. e 
need, therefore, to be conſtantly quickened and 


animated, to run with patience the race that is ſet 


® before us, en unto IJEsus the author and 
| n finiſhep 
(a) 2 Cor. v. is 66) Luke xvi. 8. | 


rox Ms Josten Loxonuxs r. 5 
* finiſher of our faith; who, for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
© ſhame, and is now ſer down on the right hand of 
the throne of Go (c).“ To this the voice of 

Providence and the word of Gop jointly and con- 
antly exhort us. And to this end we-would en- 

deavour to engage your attention, in particular, to 
the exhortation of. the apoſtle in the text; who 

| having ſpoken of the deplorable ſtate of thoſe, who, 
after making a very fair and ſpecious profeſſion of 
the faith, turn away from the obedience of the 
goſpel, expreſſeth his hope and perſuaſion, that.this 
would not be the caſe with the believing Hebrews. 

But, beloved,” faith he, * we are perſuaded bet- 

u ter things of you, and things that accompany - 

u ſalvation, though we thus ſpeak (a).“ Nevet- 

theleſs, as one appointed mean of their preſerva- 
tion unto the end, he deſireth and intreateth, that 

every one of them would ſhew the ſame dili- 

„ gence to the full aſſurance of hope unto the 

end (3). * That ye be not ſlothful,“ addeth he, 

* but followers of them who through faith and pa- 
* -tience inherit the promiſes:;® e 

And as we are all, my chriſtian friends, follow- 

ing our departed brethren, and haſtening upon the 
wings of time to our long and ſilent home; it be- 
cometh us to ſee to it, that we are following ſuch 

as are gone to heaven, in the way of Gop's ap- 
pointment; that ſo the preſent ſeparation, may here- 
after ſhortly give place to the ſolace of a Joyfal | 
meeting, an uninterrupted and eternal friendſhip. 
May it pleaſe the Father of 2 ſo to influence 
our minds, that while, in humble dependence upon 


his grace and bleſſing for ſucceſs, we are attempt- 
ing to illuſtrate this important ſubject, we —_— 
| 4 3 ec 


——_— 
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feel our ſouls animated to purſue chis heavenly 


courſe ! In ſubſervience to this deſign, we ra 
conſider, "4 


1. The privilege and happineſs of "ON 
| ſaints — They “ inherit the promiſes. 


I. The inſtrumentality of faith and patience, in 
| forming them for their heavenly inheritance. 


Who through faith and patience inherit _ =_— 


* promiſes.” "And then, 


III. Endeavour to preſs and ** the Apo 
tle's exhortation to ſurviving Chriſtians, to 
imitate the examples of thoſe . who have 
thereby entered into reſt. © That ye be not 
flothful, but followers,” &c. 


"Theſe things we ſhall more D and im- 
perfectly handle, to make way for the particular 
application of the ſubject to the peculiar, Tolemoicy | 


of this day. We are then, 


1. To conſider the privilege and happineſs of 
— 4 ſaints — They = inherit the pro- 
miles." a 


T he Chriſtian life, in the preſent ſtate, is made 
up in a great degree of the exerciſes of faith and 
hope; and conſiſteth in believing regards to thoſe 
divine truths and heavenly objects, which are re- 


vealed in the goſpel of Jxsus CHRIST. True Chriſ- 


tians, while in this world, are the heirs of promiſe, 
and the adopted ſons of Gop z and many privileges 
reſulting from their relation to him in the bonds of 
the new covenant, they enjoy on this fide the 


** But of theſe the Apoſtie doth not (Here 


ſpeak, 


ron Ma Joszrn Lonomtinsr: 4 
eak, but of an happineſs peculiar to them in 
departed ſtate (). He ſpeaketh of it as their 
actual inheritance, their preſent poſſeſſion, even 
26% while their bodies are lumbering in the grave; 
a repreſentation which doth not ſeem very con- 
ſiſtent with the idea of the utter inſenſibility of the 
ſoul. And, indeed, that the fouls of . departed 
ſaints fleep with their bodies in the grave, ap- 
eth to us to be an hypotheſis no leſs unphilo- 
| Ehe and . 5 than it is uncomfortable. 
What is intended by the Apoſtle in the text; 
may be inferred from other declarations of ſacred 
writ. This is the promiſe which“ God * hath 
s promiſed us, even eternal life (g).* And ſo com- 
prehenſive is it, that it virtually includeth, and 
— connecteth innumerable bleſſings, which 
are diſtinctly made the ſubjects of divine promiſes in 
the goſpel of CHRIST. Therefore he faith, the 
\ Inherit the promiſes. We ſhall but briefly men- 
tion them as comprehended in theſe following par- 
ticulars : To wit, | | 
1. They inherit the promiſe of reſt from all the 
labours and toils of life, and the conflicts 
with fin and temptation. 3 
The beſt of men are not encouraged to expect an 
exemption from the common calamities of life. 
The pains and ſickneſſes, the ſorrows and trials 
of a ſtate of preparation, are their's by the common 
lot of mortality. Tho the operation and iſſue of theſe 
events be different in the ſons of Gop and the 
men of the world, the curſe attendant upon them, 
converted into ſolid and ſubſtantial bleſſings, by the 
ſanctifying influence of divine grace upon their 
> OI, A 4 hearts; 


%) "This ſenſe ſeemeth upon the whole much more natural, 
d preferable to the interpretation given of the paſſage by the 
ned Mr Peirce. See Peirce in locum. 
(z) 1 John ii. 25. ä 
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hearts; yet they are an acknowledged token of the 


imperfection of the preſent ſtate, and ſpeak our 


diſtance from the ſummit of our happineſs. Human 
nature, in its moſt improved circumſtances,” will 
feel a burden in the afflictions of the body, and 
find them an interruption to perfect happineſs: 

- But theſe ate the leaſt and moſt inconſiderable 
of the Chriſtian's ſorrows and ſufferings: His ſe- 
vereſt trials, his ſharpeſt conflicts; are with fin and 
temptation. As he is in a ſtate of warfare, the 
ſcene of his life is a ſcene of activity, difficulty, 
and danger. His numerous and watchful enemies 
will ever find him conftant exerciſe - and employ- 
ment. With ſuch perpetual ſtruggles he is often 
wearied and perplexed, and ready to adopt the 
language of the Apoſtle; O wretched man that 
* Tam! who fhall deliver me from the body of 
* this death? (5) Under theſe he would inevita- 
bly ſink, were it not for the continued ſupports of 
divine grace, and the reviving expectation of an 
happy alteration in his ſtate and condition. For 
* there remaineth a reſt. to the people of Gop (i),“ 
where perfect eaſe and uninterrupted peace, ſuc- 
ceed the conſtant toils and painful folicitudes of 
their preſent circumſtances.' In heaven, the happy 
abode of departed ſaints, the weary are at reſt; 
5. and the wicked ceaſe from troubling ().“ This 
is, in part, a deſcription of their privilege and feli- 
city, that * Gop ſhall wipe away all tears from 
* their eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, 
neither ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there be 
* any.more pain, for the former things are paſſed 
* away ()* Similar to this, was the proclama- 
tion of the voice from heaven, which ſaid unto St 


John, 


(5) Rom. vii. 24, (0) Heb. iv. 9. 0) Job il. 17. 
(4 Rev. xxi. 4. | 


rox M JostPH Loncnuks r. 
John, Write, bleſſed are the dead which die in 
u the Lonp from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spirit, 
u that they may reſt from their labours, and their 
works do follow them (m).“ Hence it appeareth, 
that no pain or ſickneſs ſhall be felt in the pure 
and wholeſome region of the celeſtial air; no ſor- 
'fows ſhall impair the vigour of their minds; no- 
thing ſhall be ſeen or known, to indicate the leaſt 
remains of their former imperfection. Their vic- 
tory over lin 1s perfect and complete in their fouls, 
nor ſhall the grand adverſary any more haraſs or 
torment them. Were the felicity of heaven, there- 
fore, only thus negative, it would be a very de- 
+ firable and advantageous. change. If there was no 
acceſſion to the happineſs of a. behever from new 
ſources, the ſtate of grace alone, thus freed from 
- ſuch painful conflicts as attend him here; the divine 
' temper formed in the ſoul, and placed in circum- 
. ſtances where it could operate freely without reſiſt- 
- ance and obſtruction, would make the inheritance 
of departed ſaints a glorious and happy portion. 
But farther, ' La | 
11, They inherit the promiſe of ſeeing, ferving, 
and enjoying Gop for ever; in a manner 
vaſtly different from, and ſuperior to the 
mediums appointed here below. 
In a ſeparate ſtate, there are none of the nergſſary 
interruptions from the objects of time and ſenſe, nor 
any clouds to intercept the rays of heavenly light, 
or interrupt the ineffable communications of divine 
love and grace for ever and ever.” An happineſs 
this, inexplicable by thoſe who yet remain in the 
body; but what through faith we wait for, as the 
"promiſe of Goo. We are well acquainted, by e- 
perience, with the imperfeCtion of our preſent views | 


(=) Rev. xiv. 13. | | be 
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of Gon. | A clear and full perception of him, even 
- no farther than the mortal powers of our organized 
fyſtems will admit, would not conſiſt with the na+ 
ture and deſign of our preſent ſtation. Gop hath 
appointed us to the diſcharge of various duties 
in this lower world, for which ſuch raviſhing views 
would totally unfit us; or if only occaſionally 
granted, might probably excite a ſinful impatience 
with the delay of our future bleſſedneſs. Now, by 
the command of Gop and the Redeemer, the world 
juſtly claimeth a conſiderable ſhare in our time and 
attention. Would to Gop it had no more than its 
allowed and due proportion! The things of time 
and ſenſe crowd in upon our thoughts and imagina- 
tions, and divert us from celeſtial objects. Gov, in 
Juſt reſentment of the contempt we have ſhewn of 
former diſplays of his grace, and the miſimprove- 
ment of paſt manifeſtations of his love, hideth his 
face for a time, and maketh us to know the value 
of the light of his countenance, by withdrawing it. 
In the beſt and happieſt feaſons of the divine fie, 
we obtain but a comparatively dark and diſtant 
view of Gop. With reſpect to man, while a ſo- 
Journer on earth, he maketh darkneſs his pavilion.” 
SE fluctuating ſtate of thoſe graces, in the ex- 
erciſe of which theſe views are obtained, great! 
increaſeth the darkneſs, and removeth us to a — 
farther diſtance. . 
Blut in this reſpect alſo, every thing that is im- 
perfect, and every thing which is ir „ will 
ceaſe in heaven. The mediums through which we 
ee Gop here, ſhall give place to the immediate 
viſion of him there. For“ there his, ſervants ſhall 
* ſerve him, and ſhall fee his face (h * Now 
.* .they fee through a, ghfs.darkly, but then face a0 


4 face 


- 


t) Rev. xxii. 3, . 


rox M Josy Lovenbxsr. ft 
face 652 They ſhall have a gloriods, trünf- 
forming ſight of him in all the amiable luſtte of His 
perfections. How much more powerfully mut 
uch effects flow from the ſight of Gop in Rea- 
ven, than from the view of him which we have in 
the goſpel ? of which, nevertheleſs, St Paul fich, 
(in compariſon with the legal diſpenfation,) that * we 
* all with open face, beholding as in'a glafs the 
„glory of the Lozo, are changed into the fame 
image from glory to glory, even as by the 
* Spirit of the LORD (p).“ When Moſes was fa- 
vored with a nearer acceſs to, and more perfect 
view of God, than 1s the common privilege of good 
men, we read that, when he came down from the 
mount, his face ſhone ſo, that the children of Tirael 
could not ſtedfaſtiy behold him; and ſuch was the 
glory of his derived luſtre, that he veiled himſelf 
to converſe with them (q). If then, this was the 
conſequence of his occaſional ititerview and con- 
verſe with Gop for forty days, what muſt that 
luſtre be which ſhall irradiate the countenances of 
them who ſhall behold his face for ever? 988 
Nor ſhall they only ſee him, but ſerve him; not 
merely ſerve, but alſo enjoy him. Their eternal 
communion with Gon, will crown all their en- 
joyments, and aſſimilate them to the all- perfect 
ſource of their felicity. The objects of their con- 
templation, their ſituation, ſociety, perſonal im- 
provements, conſtant exerciſes, arid rapturous en- 
zoyments, are all ſo many diſtin& ſources of their 
bliſs. Perfect knowledge, perfect holineſs, and 
perfect love, muſt neceſſarily open the avenues of 
perfect joy. Nor will any ſecondary concerns call 
off their unwearied attention to the ſervice of Gon, 
The buſineſs and the bleſſedneſs of heaven oy the 
„ & me. 


(0) 1 Cor. xiii, 12. (/) 2 Car, ul. 18. a 60 See Exodus 
xxxiv. 29, & ſeq. | 
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of Gon. A clear and full perception of him, even 
nao farther than the mortal powers of our organized 

fyſtems will admit, would not conſiſt wich the na- 
ture and deſign of our preſent ſtation. Gop hath 
appointed us to the diſcharge of various duties 
in this lower world, for which ſuch raviſhing views 
would totally unfit us; or if only occaſionally 
granted, might probably excite a ſinful impatience 
with the delay of our future bleſſedneſs. Now, by 
the command of Gop and the Redeemer, the world 
juſtly claimeth a conſiderable ſhare in our time and 


attention. Would to Gop it had no more than its 


allowed and due proportion! The things of time 
and ſenſe crowd in upon our thoughts and imagina- 
tions, and divert us from celeſtial objects. Gov, in 
Juſt reſentment of the contempt we have ſhewn of 
former diſplays of his grace, and the miſimprove- 
ment of paſt manifeſtations of his love, hideth his 
face for a time, and maketh us to know the value 
of the light of his countenance, by withdrawing it. 
In the beſt and happieſt feaſons of the divine 15 
we obtain but a comparatively dark and diſtant 
view of Gob. With reſpect to man, while a ſo- | 
+ Journer on earth, he maketh darkneſs his pavilion.” 
But the fluctuating ſtate of thoſe graces, in the ex- 
erciſe of which theſe views are obtained, greatly 
increaſeth the darkneſs, and removeth us to a much 
_ farther diftance. . -. - TIL DE 
Hut in this reſpect alſo, every thing that is im- 
perfect, and every thing which is ir „ will 
ceaſe in heaven. The mediums through which we 
ſee Gop here, ſhall give place to the immediate 
viſion of him there. For“ there his, ſervants hall 
© ſerve him, and ſhall fee his face (h)? * Now 
they, fee through a ghfs.darkly, but then face d 


4 face 


LY 


(=) Rev. xxii. 3, 4. 
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face (0).* They ſhall have a gloriods, tf 
forming ſight of him in all the amiable luſtte of his 
perfections. How much more powerfully mut 
uch effects flow from the ſight of Gop in Rea- 
ven, than from the view of him which we have in 
the goſpel ? of which, nevertheleſs, St Paul fich, 
(in compariſon with the legal diſpenfation,) that * we 
* all with open face, beholding as in'a glafs rhe 
glory of the Lozo, are changed into the ſame 
s image from glory to glory, even as by the 
* Spirit of the Lok (p).“ When Moſes was f4- 
vored with a nearer acceſs to, and more perfect 
view of God, than is the common privilege of good 
men, we read that, when he came down from the 
mount, his face ſhone fo, that the children of Tſrael 
could not ſtedfaſtly behold him; and ſuch was the 
glory of his derived luſtre, that he veiled himſelf 
to converſe with them (q). If then, this was the 
conſequence of his occaſional ititerview and con- 
verſe with Gop for forty days, what muſt that 
luſtre be which ſhall irradiate the countenances of 
them who ſhall behold his face for ever? fans 
Nor ſhall they only ſee him, but ſerve him; not 
merely ſerve, but alſo enjoy him. Their eternal 
communion with Gop, will crown all their en- 
joyments, and aſſimilate them to the all- perfect 
ſource of their felicity. The objects of their con- 
templation, their ſituation, ſociety, perſonal im- 
provements, conſtant exerciſes, and rapturous en- 
joyments, are all ſo many diſtinct ſources of their 
bliſs. Perfect knowledge, perfect holineſs, and 
perfect love, muſt neceſſarily open the avenues of 
perfect joy. Nor will any ſecondary concerns call 
off their unwearied attention to the ſervice of Goh. 
The buſineſs and the bleſſedneſs of heaven * the 
=} os _ fame. 


(o) 1 xiii. 12. (+) 2 Cor. ui. 18. 4) See Exodue 
xxxiv. 29, & ſeq. | 
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fame. Their ſupreme delight ſhall be their perpe- 
tual employment. But accurately to deſctibe their 
happineſs, would be a vain and nt attempt. 


The Apoſtle, when caught up into the third hea- 


vens, declareth, that he © heard unſpeakable words, 


#® which it is not lawful (or poſſible) for a man to 
utter (7).* And the ſame inſpired writer hath 


juſtly checked. our curiofity, and limited our con- 


jectures, by declaring elſewhere, that the happineſs 
of heaven, in its full perfection, is ſuch as no mor- 


tal can conceive (6). The beautiful allegorical de- 


' ſcriptions of it in the ſacred writings, and eſpecially 


in the Revelation of St John, though they are very 


. pleaſing to the contemplation of the mind, and 


give us very exalted ideas of the future ſtate, are 
at the fame time accommodated to our low and 
feeble conceptions. So we read, the Lamb which 
u jg in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them, and 
* ſhall-lead them unto living fountains of wa- 
® ters (1). And in like manner, the Pſalmiſt, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Gop, thus generally expreſſeth 
it: In thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy right- 
s hand there are pleaſures for evermore (4).* To 
ſee, and ſerve, and enjoy Gop for ever, without one 
moment's interruption, is a general, conciſe, and 
rehenſive deſcription of the future happineſs 
24 ſaints; but to us very inadequate and im- 
ect, becauſe we are incapable of fully under- 
anding the infinite bleſſedneſs comprized therein. 
This happineſs, the faints, who have left the 
body, have already entered upon, though it is not 
perfectly completed until the day of the reſurrec- 
tion, But of this completion they are now fully 


aſſured, being out of the reach of all danger, and 


beyond 


(r) 2 Cor. xii. 4. (:) 1 Cor. ii. 9. t) Rev. vii, 17. 
(u) Pſalm xvi. 11. J , ( a a 
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beyond the fear of defection from Gob. They 
wait for the time when Jzsvs CHRIST ſhall of Gop 
be made unto them complete redemption, by raiſing 
their bodies, and redeeming them from the corrup- 

tion and diſhonors of the” grave; when he mall 
change their vile bodies into forms of celeſtial 
beauty, and faſhion them like unto his own: 
moſt * glorious body, according to the 
« whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things unto: 
„ himſelf (w).* But their additional felicity, de- 
rived from a glorious reſurrection, which will take 


15 


place after the ſolemn proceedings of the general 


judgment, doth not properly fall under our notice 


dt preſent. Enough, however, hath been ſaid re- 


ing their preſent ſtate, to prove it to be a feli- 

2 * and deſerving of the ambi- 

tion of an immortal ſoul. Enough we hope to ex- 

Cite, or revive the inquiry in our minds, by hat 

means it is obtained, ener Mrs: at It, 
Which leadeth me, 


5 Fo conſider the 6 ich and 
patience, in forming them for their heavenly 
inheritance. * Who,” faith the Apoſtle, 
„ through faith and patience inherit the 
1 # promiſes. we 


The teſtimony of ſcripture, and the reflection of 


connexion. Let us then, 


I. Inquire, in what reſpects faith appeareth. to 
have ſo cloſe and inſeparable a connexion 


with, and to be ſo powerful a mean of 

ficting the ſaints for, this glory and felicity. 

And it is ſo, 5 
I. 


(ww) Philip. iii, 21. 


= 
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our own minds, may eaſily lead us to diſcern this 
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. As it is repreſented and required in the goſpel 
of Jxsus CnkIsr, as of abſolute and 4674 | 
penſable neceſſity to an intereſt in the bleſs- 
ing of grace and glory. g. 
The original covenant between Gop and man 
was broken on the part of man. Its pepal ſanc- 
tions ſtood therefore juſtly in force againſt him, and 
the dnor of immortal life and happineſs was ſhut 
againſt the guilty ſinner. Divine juſtice. barred the 
way to heaven, as the flaming ſword of the Che- 
rubim guarded the gates of Eden, that diſobedient 
man, after his fall and expulſion, might no more 
enter the terreſtrial liſe. The diſorders and 
confuſion, the miſchief and miſery which enſued 
this awful event, cquld not poſſibly be rectified or 
removed by all the efforts of human nature. It was 
beyond the power of the moſt refined improve- 
ments of ſcience, the heſt formed ſyſtems of human 
policy and civil government, or the moſt perfect ri- 
tual inſtitutions of religion. So that we were, as the 
Apoſtle beautifully expreſſeth it, ſhut up unto the 
faith (x). There was no other way left by which ſin- 
ful man could be reſtored to the divine favour, and 
the forfeited happineſs of heaven, than that revealed 
in the I. And therein we learn, that Gop fo 
* loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him fhould not 
4 periſh, but have everlaſting life ().“ The Har- 
binger'of the Meſſiah bore witneſs to him, as“ Te 
Laub of Gop which was. to take away the fins 
„ the world (z).“ And when this ſacrifice, which 
was appointed from before the foundation of the 
world, had been actually offered upon the croſs, 
the apoſtles of CRI receiyed comm: ſſion, to teſ- 
tify every where repentance towards Gop, and faith 


(x) Galat. iii. 23. 00) John i. 1. (8) John i. 29. 
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ig our Lokp Jxsus Carist, © Thus warranted by 


Gov's ſpecial appointment, they exhorted men to 
repent and believe. Hence we read in the ſermon 
of St Peter, Repent ye, therefore, and be 'con- 


1 verted, that your ſins may be blotted out (). 
And hence the counſel of Paul and Silas to the 
trembling Jailer, was, Believe on the Lony 
' Jesvs Cunisr, and thou ſhalt be ſaved ( And 


it is the ſolemn declaration of our Loxp himſelf, 


He that bGelieveth ſhall be ſaved, and he that 


- # believeth not ſhall be damned (c).“ This faith 
is repreſented both as the commandment, and as the 
gift of Gor; in like manner as we frequently find 
in the ſacred writings, the fame ſpiritual —_ 
made both the matter of a precept, and the ſubj 
of a promiſe. This ſhould teach us to maintain the 
ſame connexion in our views, which Gop hath eſta- 
bliſhed in his counſels between the means and the 
end; and at once fitly repreſenteth to us our duty 
and dependence. But then farther, the inftrumen- 
tality of this principle appeareth, e. 
11. As by faith the foul of a convinced ſinner 
f applieth to Js us CHuISsr for pardon and 
I Juſtification, and reſteth upon the merit of 
lis atonement and righteouſneſs, as the ſole 
procuring cauſe of a finner's ſalvation. 
A foul truly convinced of the evil, malignity, and 
zullt of fin; that hath juſt apprehenſions of the 
pirituality, extent, and condemning power of the 
law of God, eagerly ſeeketh a ſhelter and a covert 


from the ſtorm and from the tempeſt of impending. 


wrath. In vain doth he beat the dull round of car- 

nal enjoyments and ſenfual delights. In vain doth 

he rel 

and drown his ſorrows. In vain doth he find 0 - 
00 


7 N 


(a) Ad in. 19; (3) As wi. 31. (4) Mak avi. 16, 


* 
* 


a reg os attempting to forget himſelf, 
orr 
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look within himſelf, for a meritorious plea for 
mercy and forgiveneſs. But when he Knoweth 
and believeth it to be * a credible ſaying,” he he- 
ſitateth not to pronounce it © worthy of all accep- 
* ration,” of his own eſpecially, * that CnRisr 
* Ixsus came into the world to fave the chief of 
u ſinners (d). He feeleth the ſuitableneſs of ſuch 
diſcoveries as the goſpel. containeth, to the indi- 
gence, guilt, and impotence of his fallen ſtate. With 
' Joy ſpringing from ſuch; full relief, he directeth his 
eye to the croſs," on, which Jxsus was inaugurated * 
into his kingdom. There he ſeeth the ground of 
his hope, and a firm foundation for his faith in the 
divine mercy. The merits of CHRISsr's atoning 
blood, the perfection of his obedience, and the effi- 
of his interceſſion, give the humble believer a 
plea, which he is not afraid to urge in the preſence 
of an holy God. Here he layeth faſt. hold, nor 
can any thing transfer his confidence to * other 
ohject, ſince he is perſuaded that other founda- 
tion can no man lay, than that is laid, which is 
s Tzsus CurisT (e) :“ * that there is ſalvation in 
* no other; for there is none other name under 
1 heaven, given among men, whereby we muſt be 
* ſaved ().“ And knowing that a man,” fallen 
and depraved man, is not,” and cannot be, = ju- 
s ſtified by the works of the law, he believeth in 
* CarisT, that he may be juſtified by the faith of 
Cnnisr (g).“ He receiveth and dependeth upon 
CnrIsT as © the end of the law,” in its condemn- 
| ng power to the true believer, * for righteouſ- 
nels () and ſalvation, Thus his faith, by embrac- 
ing Jssus CarisT, and reſting upon the ſufficiency 
and perfection of what he did and amr "6 
f Rt ow, _ 


| (d) t Tim. i. 15. (e) 1 Cor. iii. 11. (/) Aftsiv, 12. 
(g) Galat. ü. 16. (5) Rom. x. 4. i n e 
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below, as the ſurety of ſinners, receiveth a tit to 
the favor of Gop and eternal life, Per 


Again, JC | 
II. As faith purifieth the heart and life, and is 
an operative principle of univerſal obedience 
d Ito the goſpel of Cnrisr. | 
Abſolute as the dependence of a believer is upon 
the merit of a Saviour, for his right. of admiſſion into 
heaven; he is no ſtranger to the neceſſity of a meet- 
neſs and fitneſs for future happineſs, in the temper 
and diſpoſition of his own ſoul, and the inſepara- 
ble connexion . between juſtifying mercy, and re- 
newing and ſanctify ing grace. He diſclaimeth, with 
the utmoſt abhorrence, the daring inference which 
men of licentious principles would draw, from a 
| barren and carnal ſpeculation, of the free and ſove- 
reign mercy diſplayed in the ſalvation of the goſpel. 


They may ſay, let us fin that grace may abound.” - * 


But he hath © not ſo learned CHRIST, but hath 
put off concerning the former converſation the 
„old man, which is corrupt, according to the de- 
« ceitful luſts, and is renewed in the oe of his 
* mind; and hath put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
* lineſs (i). He knoweth it to be a ſacred axiom 
in the pages of eternal truth, that without holi- 

© neſs no man can ſee the Lorp (K).“ And “* he 
u that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even 
„ as Gop is pure (J). Hereby this faith is diſ- 
tinguiſhed from a dead and barren faith, that it is 
proved by its fruits. The views he hath had of 
the demerit of ſin, and the love of Gop in Cnhalsr 
to pardon ſinners, have indeed, more effeCtually 


than any other conſiderations, mortified fin in — 
n 1 B | an 


(i) Epheſ. iv. 20, 22, 23, 24. (4) Heb, xii. 14. 
(/) 1 John iii, 3» | 
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and made him dead to its reigning influence and 
wer. A true and ſaving faith acknowledgeth 
and receiveth CHRIST not only in one, but in all 
his characters. And thoſe who have an experi- 
mental acquaintance with the love of Chriſt, will 
readily ſay with the apoſtle, * the love of CHRIST 
# conſtraineth us; becauſe we thus judge, that if 
s one died for all, then were all dead; and that he 
died for all, that they which live, ſhould” not 
*” henceforth live unto - themſelves, but unto him 
* who died for them, and roſe again (). It is 
no inconſiderable part of the exerciſe of faith, that 
it teacheth the ſoul to live in conſtant dependence 
upon the grace and influence of the Spirit of Gon, 
in the diligent uſe of all appointed means to purify 
and ſanctify, to fubdue corruption, and reſiſt temp- 
tation. It leadeth to an imitation and reſemblance 
of that perfect pattern which Jesvs, our Forerunner 
and Example, hath ſet before us. Thus it formeth 
for heaven, as it is the only living principle of true 
and acceptable obedience, working by love; and is 
inſtrumental of maintaining the power and practice 
of religion, when they could not be ſupported with- 
out the ſuccours and aids, which this divine grace 
deriveth from an application to the promiſes of the 
goſpel. Once more, this inſtrumentality appeareth 

in as much as, 8 | 

tv, By the influence of faith during their ſtate of 

poilgrimage, the ſaints have waited in the ex- 

pectation of, and in the exerciſe of earneſt 
deſires after the promiſes they inherit in a 
better world. 

By this medium the ſaints of old, the patriarchs 
and prophets, beheld the diftanr glory, and“ con- 
feſſed that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on 
the earth (a).“ The heavenly ſtate is the object 

a - ON 


(m) 2 Cor. v. 14,15. 0 () Heb. xi. 13. 


\ 
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on which the eye of believers is fixed. The pro- 
ſpect of this affordeth them peculiar and un- 
known pleaſures. To this their deſires ſtrongly 
tend. They feel a growing conformity to it, and 
are fipening by the diſpenſations of providence, 
and the means of grace, for an entrance into it. 
Faith muſt at length iſſue in viſion ; hope, its fruit 


and companion, muſt terminate in fruition. It is. 
the leading principle of their lives, that they © look 
not at the things which are ſeen, but at the things 


© which are not ſeen (o).“ And the gracious Au- 


thor of thoſe divine principles, and heavenly deſires 


which ſpring from them, will aſſuredly gratify and 
fulfil them. He imparteth the deſire and diſpoſi- 
tion, in order that they may be capable of being ſa- 
tisfied with everlaſting draughts from the fountains 
of celeſtial joy. This is the earneſt, the firſt fruit, 
the witneſs of the Spirit, the pledge of the inherit- 


ance. But we muſt haſten briefly, in the ſecond. 


place, 


II. To ſhew in what ſenſes the ſame effect is aſ- 

cribed to patience or long-ſiffering * ; or how 

that concurreth and co-operateth with a liv- 

ing faith, in forming the ſaints for their hea- 
venly inheritance. i 75 

nas This 


(o) | 2 Cor. iv. 18, 


® 80 the original word, yaxoglopia primarily and moſt fre- 
quently fignifieth, and ſo it is rendered throughout the New Teſ- 

tament ; this paſſage, and James v. 10. only excepted.— Patience, 
in our more general idea of it, as directly intending ſubmiſſion to 
the divine will in the delay of an expected of promiſed or 
reſignation under afflictions; is uſually expreſſed in the New Teſ- 
tament by vrouory —So we find the two words uſed together, and 
plainly diftinguiſhed from each other, 2 Cor. vi. 4, 6. oloſs. i. 11. 
and 2 Tim. ili. 10. Hence it ſeemeth to have been generally ſup- 
poſed; that they are always to be thus diſtinguiſhed ; or at leaſt, 
that paveglvpiz is never uſed in the ſenſe of ens, though o- 
B 2 | por 
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This appeareth from its neceſity and fruits. We 
will juſt mention each. bx | 
1. The neteffity of it; on account of the delay of 
their future bleſſedneſs, and the trials and 
difficulties, to which a life of faith and Chriſ- 
tian obedience is peculiarly expoſed. © , 
It is probable, the apoltle in the text might have 
à particular reference to the ſufferings, which many 
their departed brethren had endured in the cauſe 


of religion, and for the teſtimony of Jesvs. In the 


days of open perſecution indeed, the patience of the 


faints was called out to a particular kind of exerciſe. 


But the neceſſity of it, we apprehend, is by no means 


_ reſtrained to ſuch circumſtances. So numerous are 


the occaſions of it in the Chriſtian life, that the aſ- 


ſertion of the apoſtle in this ſame epiſtle, is a = 
e have 


ble to Chriſtians of every age and rank. * 

need of patience, that after ye have done the will 
n of Gop, ye might receive the promiſe (p).* Our 
bleſſed Maſter taught his diſciples, that, if they would 
follow him, they muſt take up their croſs, and deny 
themſelves. They are not to expect a lite of eaſe, 
| ety and 


p60 may ſometimes include the proper ſenſe of ji. But, 


with ſubmiſſion to the judgment of others, I beg leave to obſerve, 


that it doth not appear to me, that the ſacred writers do always 
maintain this diſtinction in the uſe of the words in queſtion ; bot, 
on the contrary, that they are ſometimes uſed as ſynonymous. 
Several paſſages ſeem to confirm this remark, So the verb pax- 
cob vn vt, and the participle praxgghuuur, James v. 7. are uſed in 
a ſenſe exactly parallel, with the phraſe 97 umoporis amaxirxti- 
per a, Rom. viii 25. Compare alſo the oth — verſes of 
ames v. And in 2 Cor. xii. 12. vroyory ſeemeth not merely to 
include, but to be reſtrained to the proper ſenſe of waxgghuuia. 
'Theſe conſiderations, together with the ſcope of the paſſage, and 
more eſpecially the ſenſe of the participle pwaxegglopioas, in the 
a5th verſe, in the inſtance of Abraham, have inclined me to ap- 
prove and follow our Engliſh verſion, in a larger and more ge- 


neral interpretation of the ſubſtantive in the text. 
(p) Chap. x. 36. 


—— —ñũãê ———— — 
———ů—ů ( 


— —— 


* P A 
— 4 * - 
of : 


rox Ma Joszeu LoncuvrsT, 27 


and freedom from ſorrows; but to reckon upon per- 
ſecution, ſcorn, and deriſion; and to encounter with 
many enemies from within and without. Sometimes 
under a cloudy ſky, as well as upon a rough and 
boiſterous ſea, muſt they ſteer their courſe to the 
heavenly harbour. An adherence to CazisT, may 
expoſe them .to many dangers and hazards 'of a 
temporal kind, which require great firmneſs and for- 
titude, in order to ſtedfaſtneſ and perſeverance, 


Nor did he promiſe, that, when ſuch dangers and 


inconveniences ſhould 'ariſe, he would take ,them 
home. No; they are to wait his ſovereign pleaſure, 
and to endure with patience in the midſt of afflictions 
and tribulations. Some Chriſtians eſpecially, may 


be inclined to murmur, that they are not ſooner re- 


ceived to their reward, when their capacities for 
ſerving Gop here below, ſeem to be almoſt loſt. 
But in patience are they to poſſeſs their ſouls, with 
holy ſubmiſſion and reſignation, till it is the will of 
their heavenly Father to call them hence, But this 


- connexion between the patience of the ſaints here, 


and. their happineſs hereafter, may be farther illuſ- 
trated, | 
11, By the fruits and effełis of it; as hereby their 
faith is tried and proved, and the many oc- 
caſions of its conſtant exerciſe, wean them 


from this world, give them the ſtronger re- 


liſh for the promiſes of a better, and quicken 
their purſuit after it. 

Their * light affliction which is but for a moment, 

* ęffectually worketh out for them, a far more exceed- 

„ ing and eternal weight of glory ().“ Their hea- 


venly Father correcteth them not for his pleaſure, 


but their profit; and the fruit of affliction is tlie 
taking away of ſin. Thus by refining and purify- 
ing them in the furnace of affliction, by calling forth 

B 3 the 
.- (9) 2 Cor. iv. 17. | 
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the exerciſe of patience, and ſupporting and ſtrength · 
ning it to endure with filial reverence and ſubmiſſion, 
the chaſtiſements of his hand, * the trial of their faith 
© being much more precious than of gold that pe- 
riſheth, though it be tried with fire, is found unto 
u praiſe, and honor, and glory at the appearing of 
* IEsus CHRIST (r).“ No circumſtances of life ſeem 
to ripen the Chriſtian ſo faſt for heaven, as the ſcenes 
of ſorrow and affliction. When in theſe ſeaſons he 
is enabled to honor his profeſſion, and is duly ex- 
erciſed thereby, he maketh ſpeedier advances to- 
wards the heavenly purity and perfection. So faith 
the Pſalmiſt, * Before I was afflicted I went aſtray, 
but now have I kept thy word (5).* Theſe things 
ſerve to looſen us from the world. And Gop and 
our own hearts know, how much we ſtand in need 
of ſuch helps! If we are with ſo much difficulty 
"cured of that exceſſive attachment to it, while we 
daily ſee or feel the miſchiefs and the miſeries of it; 
how dangerous would a ſcene of uninterrupted pro- 
ſperity be! The very apprehenſion is enough to 
make one tremble, to think how ſoon we ſhould be 
{ſwallowed up in the quickſands of carnal enjoyments. 
Preſervation to heaven, is therefore one fruit of the 
exercue of patience in the way to it. In a greater or 
leſs degree, ſuch exerciſes are appointed for all the 
children of Gop ; * for if ye be without chaſtiſement, 
* whereof all are partakers, then are ye baſtards, 

1 and not ſons (7). And the experience which the 
Chriſtian hath of the evils of this life ; his diſtance 
from Gop, his ſinful imperfections, his painful af- 
fictions, and the perſecuting and calumniating diſ- 
poſition of the enemies of his faith and hope, in- 
creaſe his reliſh for the thoughts and proſpects of a 
better, ſtimulate his graces, and quicken his pace 
and progreſs in every inſtance of duty and obedience. 


(r) 1 Pet. i. 7. (s) Plalm exix. 67, (t:) Heb, xii. 8. 
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In like manner, patience under the injuries received 
from our fellow. creatures, the exerciſe of long - ſuf- 
fering, and a diſpoſition to forbearance and forgive- 
neſs, arg an important branch of the Chriſtian tem- 
per, a part of the reſemblance of Gop in the ſoul of 
man, and the ſeeds of that perfect benevolence and 
love, which will circulate for ever in the ſociety of 
the bleſſed in heaven. Thus then have you had a 
very imperfect ſketch of the end, and of the way of 
a believer, Give me leave now, 5 


III. To endeavour to preſs and enforce the Apoſ- 
tle's exhortation to ſurviving Chriſtians, to 
imitate the examples of thoſe who through. 
* faith and patience. inherit the promiſes.” 
* That ye be not ſlothful, but followers. of 

' # them," &c. exopeat 

The counſel of the text is immediately addreſſed 
to true Chriſtians, and in this light we ſhall princi- 
pally regard it; while in conformity to the general 
deſign of the goſpel, and the uniform tenor of its 
ſacred invitations, we ſhall with a view to the more 
extenſive uſefulneſs of our miniſtry among you, 
adapt and accommodate it to perſons of a different 
character. 

The uncertainty of life is a truth confirmed by the 
obſervation of every returning day, which reneweth 
with accumulated, force our Saviour's admonition, 
ge ye alſo ready (). The conſequences of death are 
clearly ſet forth in the word of God. The ſame infallible 
oracles repreſent the guilt and corruption of the hu- 
man race, the diſtance ſubſiſting between Gop and 
man, by the awful breach which ſin hath occaſioned, 
and the merciful proviſion which the Gop and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jcsus CHRIST hath made for the 
ſal ation of ſinners. Let then theſe important truths | 
B 4 4s BE. | 

P. L 


(4) Matt, xxiv. 44. 
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be ſeriouſly weighed. And may it pleaſe the Spirit 
of all grace; whoſe office it is, in the oeconomy of 
our ' ſalvation, to enlighten the mind, and bend and 

ſoften the ſtubborn wills of obſtinate, careleſs, and 
ſtupid ſinners, fo to impreſs them on the heart, that 
they may ſee the —_— and . importance of true 
repentance and ſaving faith! Take a view, Sirs, 
of all which the. world calleth good and happy, 
Eſtimate the real value of its treaſures, honors, and 
pleaſures. Familtarize to your minds the ſolemnities 
of a dying bed, and ſeriouſly reflect whether they 
can promiſe you any ſupport, when your ſtrength 
and your heart- ſhall fail; or whether they will 
avail you any thing beyond the Grave. And ſhould 
man, a reaſonable and immortal being, waſte all his 
time, and employ all his thoughts and toil upon the 
ſhadows of a day? Upon enjoyments, which the 
next in ſucceſſion of the fleering moments of human 
life, may ſtrip him of for ever, and leave him defti- 
tute of any thing to be the portion of his Soul ? 
How ſerious and intereſting the reflection upon eter- 
nity! The import of that ſolemn word, beſpeaketh 
the importance of preparation for it. If. , in 
the midft of the ſcenes of gaiety and mirth, you can 
laugh and ſcoff at the threatenings of hell, when 
you come to lie down in endleſs torments, you will 
too late bewail your deplorable and remedileſs con- 
dition. And is there a way to eſcape ? Is there an 
all-ſufficient Saviour? Have others rejoiced in the 
view of death, and triumphed over the King of ter- 
rors? This openeth an encouraging and inviting 
proſpect. Doth an exalted Redeemer ſay, © Look 
* unto me, and be ye ſaved all the ends of the 
n earth (x) ?* What attractive eloquence in that di- 
vine and condeſcending voice? To him be your 
application made, while it is the accepted time, 


(x) Ifai. xly. 22, 


— 
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and while it is the day of ſalvation. Bow the knee 
cd pay him the homage he juſtly claimeth. Doth 
not the ſatisfaction expreſſed by thoſe who died in 
the faith of him, as their almighty Saviour, echo to 
his commands, and enforce the invitations of his 
word? Pray to Go p to lead you to a ſenſe of your 
own unworthineſs and guilt; to a knowledge of 
your neceſſity and miſery, that with an empty hand 
and an humble voice you may go to him; * tobuy 
of him gold tried in the fire that you may be rich, 
* and white raiment that you may be clothed, and 
* that the ſhame of your nakedneſs do not appear 
and anoint your eyes with eye-falve that you may 
« ſee ()). “ When you are once under his protec- 
tion, and the ſaving power of his croſs, you are made 
forever, : | Fe, 
To you, Chriſtians, we direct our voice with more 
ſanguine expectations of ſucceſs.- Your hearts are al- 
ready formed by divine grace, to receive and obey 
the word of GOD. We beſeech you therefore, in 
the name of our Lord and Maſter IEsus CHRIST, 
that ye be not ſlothful, but followers of them who 
+ through faith and patience inherit the promiſes.” 
Watch over the rebellious power of indwelling fin. 
Guard againſt the hinderances of the world with 
which you are connected. Indolence and negligence, 
are not ſuitable to the bufineſs and the dangers of 
the Chriſtian life. Revolve in your minds the holy, 
active, zealous life of your dear Redeemer. Con- 
template that amiable pattern, which many of his 
true diſciples, now diſmiſſed in peace from the labors 
of this mortal ſtate, have ſet before you. Imitate 
their unwearied activity, their faith and patience. 

. Keep cloſe to Gop as the fountain of your life and 
peace. In oppoſition to all the ſubtle artifice of | 
Satan, the ſnares of the world, and the — ; 

0 | 


0) Rev. iü. 18. 


— — — — — . 
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of your corrupt hearts, live by faith upon your once 
crucified but now exalted Saviour: - In this age of 
growing declenſion from the purity of the faith and 
manners of the goſpel, make a noble ſtand for Gop 
and religion; and forgetting the things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto; thoſe things 
« which are before, preſs toward the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of Gop in CHRIST 
* —— (z).“ Be not weary in the ſervice of your 
Lord and Maſter, but patient under every exerciſe; 
which infinite wiſdom ſeeth fit and neceſſary for 
pou. Murmur not at the diſcipline of a Father's 
Ly but cultivate a reſignation and ſubmiſſion be- 
coming the  falial character. Remember that the 
trial of faith and patience, is preparatory to the in- 
heritance of the promiſes. All who are now ſafely 
arrived at heaven, paſſed through the ſame way, 
met with the ſame difficulties, and encountered the 


ſame enemies. Reſolutely therefore perſevere, and 


be more than ever in earneſt, to promote your own. 
ſpiritual proſperity and improvement. 
What ſhall we fay to urge you to this heavenly 

care ? Shall we allege the worth of your immortal 


ſouls ? Tou have, we truſt, a conviction of this. 


Shall we urge the dangers which beſet you? But 


daily experience ſneweth you theſe. We intreat 
you then, to maintain a conſiſtency, with ſuch ap- 
prehenſions of the worth and danger of your ſouls. 
Shall we preſs the infinite love of Gop, in giving 
his dear Son to redeem and ſave you ? But have you 
not already that more ſatisfactory knowledge of it, 
which ariſeth from the experience of a partial ap- 
plication of it. Shall we ſet before you the bound- 
leſs compaſſion of Jzsus the Saviour of fouls, in leav- 
ing the glories of the heavenly ſtate, and ſubmitting 
to the miſeries of life, and the infamy of a croſs, to 


expiate 
(z) Philip. iii. 13, 14. 
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expiate human guilt? But can you be ſtrangers to 
5 ths conitecthing dees of ſack love, if — 
indeed actually pardoned and juſtified by it? Such 
conſiderations we could with pleaſure purſue, but a 
fuller diſcuſſion of them is the leſs neceſſary at pre- 
ſent, as they are interwoven in the general ſubjects 
of our miniſtrations. We will however mention yet 


farther, what the apoſtle in the context layeth pecu- 


liar ſtreſs npon,—the ſecurity of the promiſes of the 
new covenant, to all who believe in and obey the 
goſpel. That © Gop, willing more abundantly, to 


* ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe, the immutability . 


of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath : that by 
two immutable things (the promiſe, and the oath 
of Gop,) * in which it was impoſſible for Gop to 
lie, we might have a ſtrong conſolation, who have 
fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope ſet be- 
* fore us (a).. To this might be added, the infinite 
gain which - accrueth by death, to ſouls thus pre- 
| pared and improved; as hath been already intimated, 
1n the former part of this diſcourſe; and the bene- 
volent, ſocial, and ſatisfying pleaſure which it will 
afford us; to meet thoſe who now inherit the pro- 
miſes, and be united to them and with them for 
even; Web Sun . 
Loet motives weighty and impreſſive as theſe, 
which (however they ſuffer by our repreſentation,) 
are in their own nature admirably calculated, to 
rouſe you from formality and lukewarmneſs into a 
vigorous temper and more heavenly converſation, 
have their deſigned influence upon you. Give di- 
* ligence to make your calling and election ſure (5); 
and be not found ſlumbering and ſleeping when the 
Bridegroom ſhall come. This“ above all things 
we wiſh, even your perfection (c);* that ye may 


. 


_ 1 


(a) Heb. vi. 17, 18, (5) 2 Pet. i. 10 
le) 2 Cor. xiii. 9. 
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be * and lively, conſiſtent and growing Chriſ- 
tians; plants of renown in the courts of the Lon p 


here, andi ere long, pillars in the Nane temple 


to go out no more. 
It remaineth that we make ſome i improvement of 


this ſubje&. And though the time will not allow 
me to inſiſt on many obſervations, which might be 
hence derived; the late diſpenſation of divine pro- 


vidence ſo ſtrongly ſuggeſteth ſome inferences, which 


particularly comport with the deſign of the apoſtle, 


that we cannot with any propriety omit them. 

I. What a pleaſing reflection is it on the death of 
our departed friends, that they are gone to 
inherit the promiſes? 0 

To ſtand around a ſick and dying bed, EY be 
witneſs to the laſt moments of an expiring friend; 
and-at the ſame time to have no well grounded hope 
of his future and eternal welfare, is the moſt diſ- 
treſſing of all the ſcenes of human life, to the ſym- 

pathy of a true Chriſtian; who knoweth the value 
of the ſoul, and the difference of Kates in the 1 invi- 


| fible world. 


But to behold the triumphs of faith in a dying 
faint; or if he be incapable of bearing his teſtimony 
to the conſolations of religion in a dying hour; yet 


: to have an inward ſatisfaction in the mind, that all 


is well with him for an endleſs eternity; how it 
changeth and brighteneth the ſcene! Happy they 
who are gone into the joy of their Lozp, and have 


entered into reſt! Wherefore, 


II. Let the character and deceaſe of bim, whoſe | 
removal out of this mortal life, into the joy 
and bleſſedneſs of a better, was the occaſion 
of this diſcourſe; be henceforward conſi- 
dered by us, as an additional enforcement 
of the apoſtle's exhortation in the text. 


That 


* 


we 
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That ſuch as hath been above deſcribed; was the 


real character of our dear deceaſed friend ind /bro- ' 


ther, I am well perſuaded, needeth not my atteſta- 
tion to them Who knew him. It is not therefore 
with a deſign to ſatisfy ſurviving friends, of the 
truth of any thing, they may be at preſent inclined 
to doubt, nor from any affection to funeral p 
ric; but, I hope, with a ſingle eye to the glory of 
God, and from an earneſt deſire of quickening my- 
ſelf and you, to follow the example of ſo remark- 
able, excellent, and exemplary a Chriſtian; that I 


would attempt to give you ſome imperfect me- 
moirs of his life and character. . Theſe are not 


drawn from the reſources of a lively imagination, 
nor dictated by an 1 wh and exceſſive eſteem, 
but portrayed from the lite. And happy am I in 
the reflection, that many of my honored auditors, 
who were acquainted with the original, will readily 
diſcern that there is no flattery in the picture . 
He was born at Chertſey in this county, June 11, 
1700, of ſober parents, who were members of the 
Church of England. In early life, he was ſtationed in 
the family of a late worthy diſſenting miniſter of that 
town +, whoſe memory was precious to him. Soon 
after this, it pleaſed Gop by the influence” of his 
grace and Spirit on the heart, to bring him to à ſe- 


Since this Sermon was preached, I have received an additional 
confirmation of the truth of the following account, from a review 
of the Manuſcripts he left behind him. Among theſe I have 
found a ſolemn covenant with Gop — a large and excellent Di- 
ary, reaching from July 26, 1719, to April 2, 1769 — an abridg- 
ment of ſome, and extracts from numerous other writers upon the 
ſubjects of divinity and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. For the peruſal of 
many of theſe, during ſeveral years of his reſidence at Epſom, he 
was particularly indebted to the free uſe of the late Reverend Mr 
Valentines library; of whom he always retained a grateful remem- 


brance. 


+ The Reverend Mr Jacob Kaprlir. 
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rious thoughtfulneſs about the eternal intereſts of 


his foul “. Having received much profit and ſa- 
tisfaction ſrom the miniſterial labors of his Maſter, - 
he was inclined conſtantly to attend upon the wor- 


ſhip of Gop with the Proteſtant - Diſſenters; but 
having to encounter with ſtrong prejudices, re- 
ceived from education, in favor of conformity to 
the eſtabliſned Church, he thought it his duty 


cloſely to examine the nature and grounds of the 
1 And after having, to the beſt of 
8 


ability, impartially ſtudied the controverſy, his 
determination was in favor of nonconformity ; and 


_ fo well had he digeſted the treatiſes which he had 


read on this ſubject, that he was a thorough maſter 
of the argument. This profeſſion he abode by to 
the end of his life, having taken it up from principle, 
and ſeeing no reaſon to alter his judgment. But 
his ſoul was too generous and noble to be enſlaved 
by party-ſyſtems and principles. He hath often 
told me, thas his judgment in this point was ex- 
actly the ſame with that of the excellent Dr Bates. 
« He was for entire union of all vifible Chriſtians, 
(or Saints, or Believers, which in ſcripture are 

Tor WO | ++ 5/79: 6. equt- 

With an account of this his Diary begins — He dates his firſt 
religious impreſſions July 26, 1719. And it thence appeareth, 
that his convictions (which ſeem to have reſulted, not from any 
remarkable event, but from the refle&ions of his own mind, un- 


der the direction and influence of the Spirit of God,) led him to 


fervent prayer for deliverance from the guilt and dominion of fin ; 


that he was for a conſiderable time perplexed by the artificts of 


Satan, and the fears and doubts of his own mind; but at length, 
by a gradual progreſs, his faith and peace were eſtabliſhed upon 
the principles and diſcoveries of the goſpel. The ſequel of the 
Diary, (containing a ſpace of almoſt 15 years,) diſcovereth a ſe- 
rious watchfulneſs over the frame of his own ſpirit — a conſtant 
attention to the various ſteps of providence reſpecting himſelf, the 
church, and the world — a divine complacency in Go, as in 
and through Jesvs Cyx1sT the center, reſt, and portion of his 
ſoul — and the moſt animated and lively exerciſes of the heart in 
evangelical devotion, | 
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* equivalent terms) meaning by Chriſtianity, what 
« 15 eſſential thereto, whether doctrinal, or pratiical 
« as by Humanity, we mean, what is eſſential to 
6 man, ſevering accidents, as not being of the eſ- 
« ſence. And by vi/bility, the probable appearance 
cc thereof. And for free communion of all ſuch, 
e of whatſoever perſuaſion, in extra- eſſential mat- 
“e ters, if they pleaſed *.” And with that of the 
great Mr Howe himſelf; who faith, „I neither 
« think any one party io include all ſobriety of mind, 
« or to exclude all inſobriety F.” Therefore where- 
ever he diſcerned the image of Gob, and the power 
of godlineſs, no remaining diſtinctions could pre- 
vent or leſſen his regard for them. He accounted - 
them as brethren, and loved them as ſuch. ' It gave 
him pleaſure, to fee the expreſſions of mutual love, 
between the different denominations of Proteſtants. 
He from his heart wiſhed ſucceſs to'the labors of 
ſuch of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, who preach the truth 
as it is in Jesvs; and recommend the religion they 
reach, by the influence it hath on their lives. And 

| Die of the laity in that communion, whoſe friend- 
ſhip he enjoyed; to his dying day he numbered 
among his deareſt friends, hes 
In his perſon he was venerable and comely; an 
open countenance, was the faithful index of that 
integrity and godly ſimplicity which dwelt within 
his breaſt. In his aſpect there was a moſt amiable 
mixture of dignity and humility, of gravity tem- 
pered with chearfulneſs. And # his hoary head, 
* being found in the way of righteouſneſs, was to 
* him a crown of glory (4). He was of a firm and 
healthy conſtitution of body. In his natural tem- 
gre - | Per, 

* Howe's Funeral Sermon for Dr Bates. See Homes Iork:, 

Vol. II. p. 456. N 


F Ibid. page 458. 
(4) Prov. xvi. 31. 


— 
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per, calm and ſmooth, ſweet and innoffenſive, lively 


and pleaſant. He had an eaſy, manly, graceful, - 


and polite addreſs. He was poſſeſſed of natural 
' talents refnarkably ſtrong and vigorous z a quick 
apprehenſion, a ſound and penetrating judgment, 
a moſt retentive memory, and a very ready and 
happy utterance, attended with the advantage of a 
ſtrong and melodious voice. | EF. :, 
His extraction afforded him no advantages for 
education, but ſuch as are common to the very 
loweft rank. If he had been favored with theſe, 
he would probably have ſhone, with diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre, in any public ſtation in the world, or in the 
church. But his being denied them, was perhaps 
intended for the more ſignal illuſtration. of the wiſ- 
dom and power of Gop. For remarkable as he 
| was for his natural abilities, he was equally ſo for 
the diligent and faithful improvement of them, in 
a very extraordinary degree; and much more enno- 
bled by the gifts and graces of the Spirit of Gop, 
than by any, or all of the endowments of nature. 
Having no other time, than the fragments which 
he redeemed from his daily labor, and convinced of 
the infinitely greater importance of the concerns 
of eternity, than thoſe of time, and the infinitely 
eater. excellence of the knowledge of IESUS 
HRIST, and him crucified, than of any other ſci- 
ence; he applied his mind wholly to the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, and other Theological writings. And 
it may juſtly be ſaid of him, that by the conſtant 
improyement of thoſe vacant hours, for a nume- 
rous courſe of years, he had treaſured. up more 
knowledge of this kind, than many men of leiſure, 
even good men, have in the whole of their lives. 
By this means he had ſo enriched and improved his 
original powers, that I am perſuaded had any perſons 
8 | converſed 


\ 


® 
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converſed with him, who were totally unacquainted 


with the circumſtances of his rank and education, 


they would have ſuppoſed him to have enjoyed very 
conſidęrable advantages of this kind. His mind was 
cultiyated with ſo great aſſiduity, what he read was 


fo well digeſted, and his memory was ſo faithful to | 


its charge, that his ſtock was continually increaſing ; 
and his mind was nouriſhed and ſtrengthened 
reading, as the animal body is by wholeſome fi 
which is well cancocted. To this his memory par- 
ticularly contributed by one property of it, which 


he poſſeſſed in a great degree of perfection, and 
which I have often remarked with aftoniſhment, in 


the frequent, converſations with him, which the in- 
timate endearments of mutual friendſhip afforded 
me. It was this. He had arranged whatever he 
had read, with ſuch regularity and exactneſs in his 


mind, that he would with amazing facility and rea- 


dineſs, in any diſcourſe upon religious ſubjects, re- 
collect, rehearſe, and bring together in one view, 
the ſentiments of various authors upon ſuch points; 


not Dy contained in profeſſed treatiſes upon 


them, but as ſcattered throughout their various 
writings. Theſe advantages, added to his natural 
ſagacity, enabled him at all times to talk both 
fluendy and pertinently upon any topics of reli- 
gion. His memory was not like a ſtorehouſe cram- 
med with heaps of lumber, nor merely a large col- 
lection of valuable though undigeſted truths; but 
was like a precious repoſitory, which is at the ſame 
time richly ſtored, and regularly ſorted. 


His peculiar eſteem for the Bible above all other 


books, naturally inclined. him to treaſure up more 
of that ſacred valume, than of any other; and with 


- 


word of Gop in his heart. With what ſacred pleas 


fure would he quote the ſacred pages, and bring the 
LO 52. Lonpatigh C teſtimony 


propriety. it may be ſaid of him, that he had hid the 
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teſtimony of his own experience to witneſs their 
truth! It muſt be mentioned to the honor (and I 
| pray Gop, it may ſerve as a recommendation to 
thoſe who hear me) of religious retirement, that he 
was much indebred thereto, for thoſe remarkable 
improvements he made in the divine life. He loved 
it as the very joy and ſolace of his life “. Daily, 
morning and evening did he thus converſe with Gop 
in prayer, and ſeriouſly commune with his own 
heart. It was always his cuſtom at ſuch times, to 
read methodically ſome portions both of the Old 
and New Teſtament. And he made uſe of Canne's 
and Clarke's Bibles, for the ſake of their many and 
uſeful references to parallel places, which he dili- 
gently compared; and which was a ſingular help to 
his obtaining an accurate and extenſive knowledge 
of the ſcriptures. He wiſely judged that the neg- 
left of religious retirement, was very detrimental and 
dangerous to the ſpiritual intereſts of the ſoul; and 
therefore he uſually devoted three hours every even- 
ing, to the ſacred exerciſes of the cloſet. 
As he thus hved in the conſtant uſe of the means 
of divine improvement, it may well be imagined, 
that in a courſe of years he would comparatively 
grow unto * a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 
* ſtature of the fulneſs of ChRIS T.. And fo indeed 
he did. This excited the admiration of all who ever 
heard him pray. He had fuch juſt and ſublime 
| conceptions | 


Upon occaſion of his being out of place, among other re- 
flections, he expreſſeth himſelf thus in his Diary. © Los p., be 
thou graciouſly preſent with me in my preſent ſolitude.— Bleſa- 
« ed be God, ſolitude is not a burden to me. If ever 1 have 
found any thing of God, it has been in this path. Though 
« ] would ever highly eſteem, and conſtantly attend the publi 
*« ſolemnities, and love, at proper ſeaſons, the company of my 
« fellow-chriſtians ; yet, as a great perſon ſays, the /ifz of reli- 
gion is greatly kept up by conſtant ſeeret prayer, and reading 
„the holy ſcriptures, ” | 


o 
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conceptions of the Deity, ſuch an originality, copia, 
variety, and ſpirituality in the ſubjects of his prayers, 
ſuch a ſolemnity of addreſs, holy fervor of affection, 
happy union of filial reverence and humble confi- 
dence, the very ſpirit of adoption; and withal ſuch . 
a propriety, purity, fluency, and energy of expreſ- 
ſion, as were indeed the lively repreſentation of a ſoul 
in audience with the Deity; and a ſtriking con- 
futation of thoſe calumanies, which ſome, who are 
either incapable of extempore prayer, or unreaſon- 
ably diſaffected to it, have thrown upon the practice. 
This I am ſure of, that a volume of prayers taken 
from his mouth, would have compoſed a better ma- 
nual of private devotions, than lever yet ſaw. Taken 
in every view of his life, he was an excellent, uniform, 

conſiſtent Chriſtian. His zeal was far diſtant from 
enthuſiaſm, and the rage of a party-ſpirit; and his 
moderation equally removed, from all ground for 
ſuſpicion of indifference to religion. As, far as 1 

am capable of judging, he had a clear and juſt ap- 
prehenſion of all the grand and leading articles of 
the Chriftian faith ; but his faith was not merely 
ſpeculative and notional, but operative and practi- 
cal. He walked cloſely with Gop as did Enoch of 
old, and enjoyed much of his gracious and comfort- 
able preſence; and his acquaintance with vital, ex- 
perimental religion, 'was of all other attainments the 
moſt conſpicuous in him“. He was not a barren 


N or 


This may be ſeen from many paſſages of his Diary; I have 
here tranſcribed two, which, if I miſtake not, will be conſidered, 
as breathing much of the ſpirit and power of Religion, 
At one time he writes thus. — . This being the firſt Lord's- 
* day in this year, I afreſh ſolemnly devoted and gave my own ſelf 
% to be the Load's for ever and ever; afreſh choſe Father, Son, 
« and Holy Ghoſt, as my Father, Saviour, and SanQtifier, in 
* his ſtrength to be his for evermore ; deliberately devoted all I 
« am and , nub iy at all times, and in all conditions; <=» 
SS * 4 2 % deyoted 
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or unfruitful branch in Cuhnxisr the true vine, but 


one tichly laden, with full ripe cluſters. of celeſtial 


fruit. His life adorned and recommended the pro- 


feffion' he made, by temperance, ſobriety, juſtice 
and benevolence; and his converſation and example 
were rendered ſingularly beneficial, to ſome with 
whom he was connected. In all the families wherein 


he lived, it appeareth from different teſtimonies, 


that he was held in very high eſtimation. For the 


cc: devoted all my corruptions, as 55s and my enemies, to deſtruc- 
4 tion; praying for more of his gracious preſence, and to be ſitt- 
«, ed for all his holy will and pleaſure. . O quicken, cleanſe, cure, 
« and enliven my ſoul! O turn the edge of my ſpirit againſt all 
« fin! O keep back thy ſervant, ſo)emnly, repeatedly, and afreſh 
devoted to thy fear and ſervice, honor, glory, direction, and 
«; diſpoſal, O keep me from all prevailing fins! O make me 
« wiſer, better, more holy, heavenly, more entirely, and uniform- 
« ly Chriſtian, in my temper, life, and behaviour! And now, 


„Lok d, whether-life or death, ſickneſs or health, liberty or 


% confinetnent, proſperity or adverſity, I am thine, for ever thine; 
« and thou art my deliberately choſen, and moſt delightful por- 
«, tion. Amen ind Amen! Beit ſo, OLo xD! | 
And at another time, referring back to the ſpace of a few weeks, 
he makes thefe refleftions, . 2 
At ſometimes quickened in ſecret, when my ſoul frequently 
% longed to quit this clog of clay, and aſcend to that pure, per- 
4% fect, and peaceable ſtate above. This was the frame of my 
« ſpirit at ſomo times ; at other times heavy and dull, O PoRD. 
4% what à poor, weak, 'mutable, diſtempered creature am 11 0 
«« that I had the wings of a dove, to fly away and be at reſt! 
«, For in this tabernacle I grone, being greatly, grievouſly, and 
% yarjouſly burdened; burdened with a body of fin, which, alas! 
« alas.) ſtill dwells.and works in me; —with a load of imper- 
« fections that cleave to me, and mix with all I do ;—burdened 
« in a ſtate of diſtance and 'abſence from Gov, my only reſt, 


« © portion, and center. O moſt joyful and much-defired day, that 


« will put a full and final period to all complaints; and perfect 
« knowledge, perfect holineſs, perfe& joy, and permanent hap- 


e pineſs ſucceed! O come, Lonp Ji sus! even ſo come, and 


i that guickly, if thou pleaſeſt. Amen, even ſo come O how 
« long, how long, Holy and True ! — When ſhall my weary, 


* reſt'efs, ſtriving, and firugglitg fool, be center'd in Go p my 


« only hope, and ſatisfying happineſs ! ” 
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united luſtre of his profeſſion, temper, and behavior 
in life, procured him the eſteem of all who knew 
him, and thoſe who knew him beſt, loved him moſt. 


_- 
- 


learned in 1 55 2 ru was, 9 be therewith 
content; it might be alleged, that after being fix 
in life, and having once — . 5 
able to his views, he never left any ſervice, till ei- 
ther death, or the diſſolution of the family obliged 
him to remove. He had a conſtant eye to the pro- 
vidence of God in the diſpoſal of all events, and 
viewed them as under the direction of a wiſe and 
gracious Father, This led him often to admire the 
goodneſs of Gop, in ſuiting his different ſituations, 
in the different periods of his life, to the difference 
of his capacity for ſervice and labor, which ren- 
2 his laſt ſettlement peculiarly happy in this 
\T XY 1 | 


His principles in religion were tricky puritanical. 


No human writings were ſo dear to him, as thoſe 
of the laſt age. That ſavour of evangelical truth, 
that vein of fervent and undiſſembled piety, and the 
faithful cloſe and ſearching addreſſes to the con- 


ſcience, which ſo ſtrongly characterize, and are the 


richeſt ornament and glory of thoſe excellent writ- 
ings; rendered them peculiarly valuable to à fop! 
' like his, which was formed by divine grace, to ſo 
exquiſite a reliſh for experimental religion. Towards 
the latter end of his life, he hardly read any books 
beſides the Bible, and a few favorite practical pieces 
of this kind. Among theſe, thoſe which he had 
moſt frequently in his hands, and moſt perfectly in 
„ were Mr FLaveL's Fountain of life, 


his vr 
und Method of grace, Mr Howe's Bleſſedneſs of the 


 tighteous and vanity of man as mortal, and his Re- 
deemer's dominion over the inviſible world ; and Dr 
.Barzs's, Four laſt things. And to his great * 
EE) C 3 for, 


- : | 
[ 


As an inſtance of this, and an evidence of his having | 


* 
- — - — — — — — — p—— 
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for, and frequent converſe with the writings of the 
laſt-mentioned author, his peculiarly ens and 
happy manner of expreſſion, was I think principally - 
to be imputed. 13 Ef 
He was never aſhamed of the principles he 
. eſpouſed. The teſtimonies of ſcripture and exp 
_ rience, he thought might juſtly be laid in the be 
lance, againſt all that could be faid for ſchemes, 
which did not agree with the obvious tenor of the 
word of Gop, or were plainly repugnant to the ge 
neral experience of mankind: And what he thought 
to be ſupported by theſe, he knew he could ſafely 
depend upon, and was willing to retain to the end. 
No man was ever more firmly perſuaded of, or more 
bitterly lamented the univerſal guilt and corruption 
of mankind in a ſtate of nature; and therefore none 
more highly prized, or more cordially embraced the 
ſalutary diſcoveries of pardon and grace in the goſ- 
pel of Jesvs CRI T. He was frequently employed 


in meditations, on the freeneſs and richneſs of the 


love of Gop to guilty ſinners in and through his Son. 
The dignity of the perſon, and the efficacy of the 
atonement of Car1sT, for the preſent acceptance, 
and final ſalvation of a ſinner; together with the 
neceſſity and promiſe of the influences of the Spirit 
of God, to renew and ſanctify depraved and wc 
luted fouls; were truths which not only had a place 
in his creed, and on which he layed a conſiderable 
ſtreſs, as in his opinion interwoven with the whole 
plan of the goſpel; but from believing, practical re- 
gards to which, both living and dying, he derived 
his comfort and his hope. It was an expreſſion 
very familiar to him with reſpect to the offices of 
' Can1sT, that „he was ſo neceſſary in all, and fo 
« ſuitable in each, that he could not ſpare him in 
A 


Conſiderable 


Fox Ma Josern LoxncuursT. 39 
̃ Conſiderable as his attainments were, their luſtre 
was not in any degree ſullied, (as it often happeneth,) 
by pride, conceit, or ſelf-ſufficiency ; but on the 
* were rendered more pleaſing, and recom- 
mended t fa 


o the greater eſteem, by that veil of ge- 
nuine modeſty, and unaffected humility through 
which they ſhone. A talkative, confident, boaſt- 
ing, and vain-glorious profeſſor, was to him a moſt 
odious and deteſtable character; and the very reverſe 
of his own temper and diſpoſition. "IN 
It is many years ago ſince he was firſt. attacked 

with the Gout, to fits of which he was ever afterwards 
occaſionally ſubject; but in the general, not with 
any great degree of ſeverity or frequency, till within 
the four laſt years of his life. During this period, 
the intervals of eaſe were of very ſhort continuance, 
and he was almoſt continually afflicted with it, in 
one way or another. And this in the opinion of thoſe, 
beſt qualified to judge, was the real and immediate 
occaſion of his death. 

In February 1766, he was removed by providence 
to this place, where he hath lived greatly beloved, 
and died much lamented. How much I need nor 
ſay, as the many ſorrowful hearts, and weeping eyes 
in this ſad aſſembly, do abundantly teſtify... - 

Under all his afflictions he diſcovered a moſt ex- 
emplary meekneſs and patience, and was perfectly 
reſigned to the will of Gop. This was his conſola- 
tion often repeated, that he knew he was in the 
« hands of an infinitely wiſe and mercifu] Being, 
« who knew, what was beſt for him, a gracious 
«. Friend and Benefactor, a reconciled Gon and Fa- 
« ther. And he was firmly perſuaded, that he 
«© would not leave nor forſake him.” Vi, 

He had not been entirely free from pain a ſingle 
day, for the {pace of three quarters of a year, ho! 
not conſtantly diſabled by it, till about a monch ago, 

C 4 : Wnen 
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when he was laid afide from his work by the in- 
creaſing ſeverity of his diforder, and continued more 
or leſs violently oppreſſed by it, in different forms 
to his lateſt breath. It is impoſſible to expreſs the 
excruciating torments which he endured in this laſt 
illneſs; but in all that time, he behaved with the 
dignity and fortitude of the Chriſtian character. He 
maintained an heavenly temper, and diſcovered a 
growing meetneſs for a ſtate of future bleſſedneſs, 
the nearer he was to an entrance into his Maſter's 
Joy. I have / ſeen him in agonies, which were almoſt 
inſupportable to the ſympathy of a ſpectator, poſ- 
feſs that holy calmneſs of ſoul, which fupprefied all 
unbecoming expreſſions of ſinful impatience and 
murmuring, and turned all his reſentment againſt 
fin — * acknowledging the pains and diſeaſes of 
« mortal life to be in their own nature a penal evil, 
* and in their riſe the fruit of mora/evil-mourning 
« over a frail, ſinful, and mortal body, as an heavy 
&« clog, a conſtant ſnare, and a great and growing 
5 hinderance to the ſoulthankfully adoring Gon, 
<« that life was not one continued ſcene of ſorrows 
« and ſufferings—praiſing him for intervals of eaſe 
% —rejoicing that CHRIsT came to ſave us, from 
« the more dreadful conſequences of ſin '— and 
„ praying to be weaned more effectually by all 
e his pain, from this ſtate of imperfection that not 
<« the leaſt touch of God's finger, nor the lighteſt 
« twig of his rod might be loſt upon him, but 
te ſanctified to him, and promote his meetneſs for 
e heaven—and that he might be fitted for the turn 
te of the key, whenever it {hould ſeem fit to him to 
« open the door, who hath the keys of hages, or 
« the inviſible ſtate, and of death the entrance into 
« jr, O (would he ſometimes ſay,) “ what an evil 
« is fin, which hath brought diſeaſe and death upon 
e the body, guilt and corruption upon the foul 
here, 
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tt here, and, if not remedied and cuted by Wivink 
grace, eternal tiſery 3 
ceived his hope to be ſhaken, or his fears tb pre- 
vail againſt a comfortable ſenſe of the fabor of Boy; 
and a pleafing expectation of the bieſſvdneſt Uf We 

' world to come: though he diſcovered” this Netie 
firmneſs of mind, more frequently, by the fruits f 
it, than by exprefsly afferting it. * When (hid 
he,) „ ſometimes {ay to myſelf, when nl Thave 
« done ſinning and fighing,” and u the Loud be 
_ * unto me an everlaſting light, and my CoD my 
glory, and the days of my mourning be E 
The interruption of his natural reſt, together with 
the incapacity of retaining his food, and the extteme 
agonies of his diſorder, weakened him in u grew 


hereafter !?“ I neber per- 


degree; and led him to apply the language of the 


Pſalmiſt: I am bowed down greatly, Ig moutn- 
ing all the day long. I am feeble and ſore broken; 
= I have rored by reaſon of the diſquietneſs of m 

heart. Loxv, all my deſire is before thee, an 

© my groning is not hid from thee (5). The night 
before that material alteration took place, which 
' intimated that the King of terrors was at the deor, 
he converſed freely, and for a conſiderable time with 
me, chiefly on ſubjects which related to an eternal 
world; illuſtrated from his own obſervation and ex- 
. perience, many of thoſe noble ſentiments, which are 
contained in Mr Howe's incomparable treatiſe on 
The vanity of man as mortal; and particularly ted 
the importunate application of David, to that Ges 
who had led him and fed him all his life. * My 
® mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs and thy 
* ſalvation all the day; for I know not the numbers 
* thereof, O Gov, thou haſt taught me from my 


a youth, and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous 
| | ' # works. 


() Iſai; Ix. 19, 20. (5) Pſalm xxxvii. 6, 8, 9. 
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* works. Now alſo when I am old and gray-headed, 
O Gop forſake me not. My lips ſhall greatly re- 
 .joice when I-fing unto thee z and my foul which 
u thou. haſt redeemed (c). Without one anxious 
diſtruſtful thought, with joyful ſatisfaction, did he 
repoſe his confidence in the Gop of all his mercies ; 
and with ecſtatic pleaſure did he diſcourſe upon the 
| happineſs of ſeparate ſpirits, and . the unknown 
« Joys which muſt overwhelm the ſoul of a true 
«' Chriſtian, - when. diſlodged from the body; to 
' ©« find itſelf in an inſtant freed from its priſon and 
« its pains, and healed of all its moral pravity and 
«6 ution.”  - * 992 
In the immediate proſpect of his approaching diſ- 
ſolution, he declared that he had not one repenting 
thought reſpecting the way he had choſen, and the 
foundation on which he had built. No, Sir, (ſaid 
he,) Wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
* all her paths are paths of peace. She is a tree of 
u life to them that lay hold upon her, and happy is 
every one that retaineta her (4). Bleſſed are“ all 
u they that do his commandments, that they may 
have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city (e).“ < I am 
« cleaving faſt hold by faith upon CHRIST and the 
« promiſes.” He is able to fave to the uttermoſt, 
1 all them that come unto Gop by him (F). All 
the promiſes of Gop in him are yea, and in him 
* Amen (g).“ And having prayed that Gop would 
richly reward ſome, to whoſe condeſcenſion, friend- 
ſhip, and beneficence, he thought himſelf peculiarly 
indebted; he took his farewell, with a parting prayer 
for my ſucceſs in this great work, of the miniſtry. 
of che goſpel among you. May the Logo graciouſly 
| FL hear 


(c) Pſalm Ixxi. 15, 17, 18, 23. 
(4) Prov. iii. 17, 18. (e) Rev. xxii. 14. 
(F) Heb. vii. 5. lee) 2 Cor. i. 20. 


* K q i 
« 4 * . 
. « 


' | FOR Mx Joszru Lonouvasr, 8 43 £ 
hear and abundantly: anſwer it! Then his ſpeech 
failed, and he was never more capable of any con- 


tinued diſcourſe; but after a long and painful ſtrug- 
gle with the laſt enemy, he obtained the victory, 
and entered into reſt, on Monday morning early, 
having nearly completed the ſixty- ninth year of his 
A ; ' 2 , XR „ 


Thus he lived and thus he died. * Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace (4) !” Through faith 
and patience he now inheriteth the promiſes. By 
his death, we have loſt a diſtinguiſhed ornament of 
his profeſſion, an uſeful and exemplary member of 
this Chriſtian community, and a powerful interceſſor 
at the throne of grace, who had learned like Ja 
to wreſtle with Gop, and not to let him go until he 


had bleſſed him. None more ſenſibly teeleth, or 


more deeply regretteth his removal than myſclf 
who have loſt in him a ſage and experienced coun- 
ſellor, an admirable and experimental inſtructor in 
the ways of Gop and religion. And ſuch an one 
perſons of my years, and in my ſtation, particularly 
need. Help, Loxp ! for the godly man ceaſeth, 
* for the faithful fail from among the children of 
men (i). May the bleſſed Spirit, who is a ſove- 
_ reign diſpenſer of his gifts and graces, raiſe up 
others to reſemble and ſucceed him ! | 
But though we may thus mourn for ourſelves, 
we have abundant reaſon on his own account, to 
rejoice at his exchange. Since to him to live was 
s CarisT, to die was * his eternal“ gain (&). If 
ever there was a faint on earth that ſeemed ripe for 
heaven, he was one. And now we doubt not, 
after having for many years by his profeſſion both 
. | in 
(4) Pſalm xxxvii. 37. (i) Pſalm xii. 1, | 
(4) Philip. i. 21. 


— 
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in civil and religious life, i een ast 
— dreſſing, ſowing and planting, weeding and 

he is p referred to a ſtation in the celeſtial 
— 2 — the fertility. of the ſoil, the tempe- 
— of the clime, and the perfect ſtate of the 
plantation, ſuperſede all neceſſity of toil and labor. 


O with what eee may we expect to meet him 


again, if we follow him, as he followed CMRIS ! 
Though -mean his external condition while here 
below, he is now a King and a Pneſt unto Gop 
even his F ather, in the heavenly temple above. 
Another day, a day more important than any in 
the long regiſter of time, ſpeed ily advanceth, when 
we ſhall fee him arrayed in ſplendid robes, and 
wearing a ſtarry crown of reſplendent and fuperior 
luſtre; a crown of glory, the brilliancy of which 
vill not be impaired, but Wee by —— 
of eternal ages. 


What remaineth then, beloved Brethren, but that 
animated by his example, we ardently pray, and ſo- 
henvuſly aim, with a ſacred vr ns A his faith 
and love, his holineſs and patience, to purſue the 
fame courſe in which he walked; that hereafter we 
may be joint-inheritors with him, of etetnal glory 
and happinels. For my own part, ſuch were his 
high attainments in the Chriſtian character, ſuch the 
calmneſs, ſerenity, and joy of his ſoul when in the 
neareſt views of eternity, and ſtretched upon a dy- 
ang bed, (where diſſimulation faileth, and the rien 
Crite droppeth his painted maſk 3) and ſuch the 
affectionate remembrance I have of him; that I am 
conſtrained (in words deeply impreſſed on my mind 
by his frequent repetition of them,) to adopt the 
language, of the eloquent Dr Bates upon a ſimilar 
occaſion, and © to | conclude this account with my 
| « own 
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„ own deliberate wiſh: May I live the ſhort re- 


« -mainder of my life, as entirely to the glory of 

60 KEN as he lived; and when I ſhall come to the 

period of my life, may I die in the ſame bleſſed 

« prce wherein he died; may I be with him in he 
ngdom of light and love for ever v. 


And let all who hear me, ſay AMEN. 


Dr BaTESs“s funeral ſermon for the Reverend and Holy 
Mr Ricu abo BaxTER, See Batei's works, p. 821. 
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T a ſeaſon when every countenance weareth a 
1 ſolemn gloom = when every mind ſeemeth 
penſive and ſerious — every affection and paſſion 
ſtrongly moved — and every heart ſoftened into an 
eaſier reception, and more welcome entertainment 
of the moſt intereſting truths — Ar ſuch a time, it 
cannot be improper to take the advantage, which 
theſe circumſtanges afford, for inculcating the great 
Leſſon of life. Such is the preſent — an open grave 
before our eyes = 4 breathleſs corps, the dear re- 
mains of a beloved friend, lodged in #bzs filent man- 
fion. For who of us, that is at all diſpoſed to ſeri- 
ous conſideration, ' can attend the funeral rites of - 
fellow-mortal, without reflecting on our own mor- 
tality ? Here is ſomething which calleth aloud to 
us, to draw off out affections and regards from this 
dying world, and to ſeek a proviſion for our ſecu- 
rity, in the day of our own approaching diſſolution. 

© IMMORTALITY, was the privilege conferred by 
Gop upon human nature, in a ſtate of innocence; 
but ſuſpended upon the condition of perfect obe- 
dience. Darn, was a part of the puniſhmenr in- 
fitted upon fallen man. Deſcended therefore from 
an apoſtate head, and deriving a guilty and polluted 

nature, we are born the heirs of miſery, and death, 
The ſeeds of mortality lie latent in the human frame, 
in the earlieſt period of our exiſtence. Pains and 
diſeaſes, the fruits and effects of them, are the uſual 


attendants upon human life. And at length, the 
| =. taber- 
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tabernacle of clay becoming unfit to be any longer 
the reſidence of the ſoul; the ſpirit is diſlodged, and 
the body is committed to its Kindred duſt, to be 
the ſubject of corruption, and the prey of worms. 
- Swift is the ſucceſſion of days and years; ſo that 
life protracted to its utmoſt limits, is but as a tale 
that is told (4); as a vapor that appeareth for a 
© little time, and then vaniſheth away ().“ After 
a few revolutions of years, at fartheſt, the various 
actors upon the ſtage of human life ſuddenly. diſap- 
pear — the ſcene is cloſed - the curtain dropped 
and man by experience proveth his own mortality, 
and learneth from his own ſenſations, that as there 
is u a time to be born,” ſo there is alſo * a time to 
« die (c). 26.9686 FL 5 
Nor is this the peculiar lot of ſome few indivi- 
duals. The depredations of time and death, are not 
reſtricted within the bounds of characters and climes. 
But this is the common, the univerſal end of the 
living. Only two miraculous exceptions ever took 
place in our guilty. world. The grave is * the houſe 
« appointed. for all living (d).: For * as, by one 
u man ſin entered into the world, and death by fin; 
ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
* ſinned (e). It knoweth no diſtinction of rank or 
characters. In the grave, the young and the old, 
the rich and the r, the wiſe man and the fool, 
the righteous and the wicked are promiſcuouſly 
blended. No ſtrength of conſtitution, no intellec- 
tual capacities or powers, no external condition, can 
plead an exemption from the arreſt of death. Though 
the pulſe may beat ſtrong and vigorous ac, it will 
ſhortly beat its laſt. Though no preſent ſymptoms 
of a diſſolution, be apparent throughout our mortal 
"ob | frame; 


(a) Pſalm xc. 9. — (4) James iv. 14. 
(e) Eccleſ. iti. 2. | (4) Job xxx. 23. 
(e) Rom. v. 12. a 
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frame; this awful, this intereſting, and appointed 


change will ſurely come. The fjlver. cord will be 


1 Jooled, the 3 bowl be broken, the pitcher be 
rac 


u broken at the fountain, the wheel broken at the 
* ciſtern, Then ſhall the duſt return to the earth 
* as it was, and the ſpirit ſhall return unto Gop 
* who gave it (). If real worth, (which of all 
others would be the moſt probable expectation,) had 


been entitled to any excluſive privilege in this re- 


ſpect, we had not now ſtood around 7his grave. 
Is there then nothing to cheer this gloomy = 


\ ſcene? Are there no conſolations, which can miti- 


rate and afſuage our grief for departed friends ? 
Muſt we, when we behold our deareſt: relatives, 
wreſtling for a time with the griſly monarch, and at 


laſt falling victims to his relentleſs hand; - muſt we 


take our final farewell of them, bid them along and 
laſt adieu, and never any more expect to enjoy their 


friendſhip and their converſe? Were this the caſe, 


with reſpe& to thoſe who were juſtly endeared to 


= 


us, by their diſtinguiſhed attainments in true piety 
and virtue; it would be beyond the power of an 


reflections, to moderate that grief which would this 


day fill our hearts. But, bleſſed be God, it is not 
ſo. Though all are alike oe? to death, yet the 
iſſue and event of that great change, is far different 


to the righteous, and to the wicked. 


To the goſpel of Jzsus Cunts r we are indebted 
for thoſe diſcoveries, which enlighten and enliven 
theſe melancholy views. Therein the counſels of 
eternal love are revealed to a ſinful world. The 
ſum is this Thar it pleaſed our offended Sove- 
reign to entertain thoughts of pity and compaſſion 
to our fallen race; and knowing the impotence of 
man to fave himſelf, he laid help upon one that was 
mighty to ſave — that in the fulneſs of time, the 

ep n eternal 


(/) Ecdl, xii. 6, 7. 


to light (g). 


from a ſtate of lumber, to bear a part in the tre- 


the curſe aboli 


+ n Gn ich. 
£2 


eternal and immaculate Son of Gop, was made Hleſh, 
and was conſtituted the federal repreſentative of his 
mcg ſeed; and to render their ſalvation con- 

nt with the rectitude of the divine nature, and 
the honors of Gop's moral adminiſtration, he died 


upon the croſs to make atonement for Why and 
ea 


haying completed his 2 over ſin, and 2 
and the powers of darkneſs, he aroſe from the dea 
as a triumphant Conqueror, and as the firſt fruits of 


. them who ſhould Heep in him, Thus hath he 


aboliſhed 2 and brought life and immortality 
And vas by man came death, ſo by 

® man came alſo the reſurrection of the dead (). 
To them therefore who have no intereſt in him, 


Peath is indeed 15 in the moſt alarming ſenſe, the 


King of terrors. The pangs of their diſſolution, are 
but the awful prelude, ta the more dreadful miſe- 
ries of a future ſtate; when * the ſmoke of their 
# torment ſhall aſcend up for ever and ever (i);“ 


And their bodies ſhall remain in the graye, until 


the day of the reſurrection, to be then called forth 


mendous puniſhment, comprized in that heart- 
rending ſentence, which will be paſſed upon the 

wicked, by the univerſal Judge. Fas 
But 3 by faith are united to CnRIST, 
death acteth in a very different character, appeareth 
in a very different form, and deſerveth a ſofter name. 
As their dear Redeemer hath expiated their ſins by 


his death, and was made a curſe for them, that they 


might be redeemed from the curſe of the law; 
ſince * the ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of 
1 fin is the law (&), both the ſting is extracted, and 
ed. Death openeth to * the 

| oor 


(s) 2 Tim. 1. 10, 60 1 Cor. xy. 21. 
(i) Rev. xiv. 11. (#) 1 Cor. xv. 56. 
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door of eternal life is an happy releaſe from all 


tal life and an introduction to the endleſs per- 
fection, and unmixed happineſs of heaven. Thei 
bodies indeed are dead becauſe of fin, but the 
* ſpirit. is life becauſe of righteouſneſs (t). And 
even their corruptible remains, are in the cuſtody, 
and under the care of their almighty Saviour; who 
will watch with tender affection over the purchaſed 
poſſeſſion, until the morning of the reſurrection, 
this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, 
and this mortal ſhall put on immortality (J). 
In this view, my friends, did death appear to 
that happy ſoul, whoſe former manſion, being now 
forſaken by its joyful mhabitant, which has winged 
its flight to its native ſkies, we have here laid in the 
filent chambers of the r He knew in whom 
he had believed, and was perſuaded, that he was 
1 able to keep that which he had committed unto 
1 him againſt that day (»)*—that glorious and il- 
luſtrious day, which he often thought upon, with 
the moſt delightful ſenſations of a renewed ſoul. 
By faith he had received and etnbraced the mercy 
of Gop, diſplayed in the goſpel of Jzsus CHRIsTHJ; 
and the fruits of that faith, ſhone with uncommon 
glory in his life. As he truſted ſolely to the merits, 
o he followed ftriftly the example of CHR IST, his 
Redeemer and his Lord. Much might be faid to 
illuſtrate and recommend his character, but that a 
fuller deſcription of this nature, is reſerved to an- 
other time and place *. 7 
The conſideration of theſe things, at once aggra- 
vateth our loſs, and ſerveth to reconcile us to it. 
That he is now no longer on earth, is to us a for- 
1 | wig rowful _ 
(4) Rom, viii. 10. (1) 1 Cor. xv. 54. 
(m) 2 Tim. i. 12. 


® See the funeral ſermon, p. 29, & ſeq. 


; 


| * 
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rowful reflection that he is here no more; is to him 
an infinite and eternal gain. Bereaved friendſhip 
cannot forbear to ſned tears of ſorrow over his grave; 
while the reflections of our minds upon his entrance 

into heaven, mingle tears of joy with thoſe of grief. 

We would not indulge an exręſve ſadneſs, or diſ- 
cover any ſecret repining at the diſpenſations of di- 
vine providence. But, poſſeſſed as we are of paſſions 
und ſocial affections, we may pay the tributary tear, 
without offending againſt the rules of right reaſon, 
or tranſgreſſing the precepts of our holy religion. 
Even the bleſſed Jzsvs himſelf, whoſe paſſions ever 
preſerved their due bias, and did not in a ſingle in- 
ſtance forget their appointed ſubjection, wept over 

. the grave of Lazarus his friend. . © 

Jo regulate our concern therefore, for the death 
or our dear brother; let us remember, that we 
' 4 ſorrow not as others who haye no hope. For if 
« we believe that Jesvs died and roſe again, even 
* ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jesvs, will Gop bring 
* with him ().“ We do not mourn over him as 

| Joſt either as ceaſing to exiſt, or as exiſting in a 
ſtate of torment. — we leave' his body in the 
grave, it is not as in its final ſtate ; but as“ waiting 
s for the adoption, to wit, its future redemption (a).“ 

It is not the dreadful fall, of one vanquiſhed-by 

death as an enemy; but the peaceful exit of a glori- 

ous and triumphant conqueror, who having ® fought 

* a good fight, and finiſhed his courſe, and kept 

u the faith, is gone to receive the crown of righte- 

* ouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall 

give to him, and to all them that love his ap- 

u pearing (p).“ He hath finiſhed his work, and is 

laid down to reſt. His departed ſpirit is united to 

the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; hath long ere 
g 8 this 


5 * 1 Theſs, iv. 13, I4 , (e) Rom. viii. 23. 
(?) 2 Tim. iv. 7,8. | ; 


Tax FonnRAL  OkaTION.  T7F# 
this, been conveyed by a convoy of guardian angels, 
to the boſom of his beloved Saviour. Ne | 
doth he lament the ſtruggles of corruption. No 
more doth-he conflict with temptations. No longer 
doth a mortal, diſeaſed,” painful body of ſin and 
death, hinder or weary his holy ſoul, in the ſacred 
exerciſes of religion. Thoſe ſeraphic fires of devo- 
tion, which were kindled in his breaſt here below, 
are united to their kindred ardors, in happy con- 
cert with the heavenly choir. And the day is 
ſhortly coming, when that omnipotent voice, in 
obedience to whoſe almighty Fiat, the world aroſe 
out of a dark and confuſed chaos, ſhall ſhake 
the heavens and the earth. When that trumpet 

of the Archangel, ſhall ſound the ſolemn and aw- 
ful ſummons to the general judgment, the voice 
of which will penetrate the bowels of all the earth, 
and reach the bottom of the unfathomable 
— when all the graves ſhall burſt into life, and 
countleſs millions awake from the ſleep of death 
when Jesvs ſhall deſcend from heaven, in all the 
p and glory of that exalted character, which 
he will then afſume—when the tribunal of divine 
Juſtice will be erefted—the books be opened—and 
the whole human race, hear their irreverſible doom 
from the mouth of IJxsus Then will this precious 
duſt, O tranſporting thought! then will this pre- 
cious duſt be glonouſly transformed. He will 
*. behold the face of his Redeemer in righteouſneſs, 
and be ſatisfied by awaking in his likeneſs ().“ 
With inconceivable joy, will he be witneſs to the 
final conſummation of all things. In the wreck of 
univerſal nature, his , anchor will k its hold. 
With a divine complacency, which wi * 
eee e ee 


(2) Pſalm xvii. 15 
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| —— of his lips, will he contemplate the Judge, 
aidſt all thoſe forms bf majeſty and glory, which 
will contribute to the ſolemnity af that day, and 
doverwhehn the wicked with amazement and terror. 
While choſe, who knew not Gon, and deſpiſed the 
goſpel of JzsUs CHRIS, in dread of that ve 


Which he will 3 them, ſhall * ſay to the 
a mountains and SFall on us, and hide us 


from the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb(r):* with an 
ripening into full fruition, ſhall he voluntarily 
to the zjudgment-ſcat. And when the Saviour 
ſhall have publicly ſcaled and confirmed his title to 
eternal life, he will make one of that glorious com- 
pany of the Redeemed, who ſhall form the trium- 
pane retinue of the returning Judge; aſcending to 
.\ en with united acclamations, to the honor of 
redeemihg love and grace, to take poſſeſſion in their 
com 8, of their heavenly inheritance. 
Let then ſuch proſpects as theſe, opened to our 
view in the goſpel of Jesvs CnRISF, adminiſter com- 
fort and relief to the ſurviving relatives of our de- 
ceaſed brother; rejoicing in the belief of his intereſt 
in all the promiſes of Gov, and in the firm a- 
ſion of his preſent and everlaſting happineſs. And 
may they be hereby excited to a noble and divine 
yo Grad to ſhare with him in fo refined and 
a felicity: - 4.9112 Þ 
And let me urge you, my Fellow-mortals, to 
prepare for 2 off this body Amidſt all the 
cares, buſineſs, and pleaſures of life, Remember death 
that we who ſtand here this day in life and health, 
may to morrow be numbered with the dead; as 
ghaſtly, cold, and pale, as this unanimated _ 
n 


(7 Rev. vi. 1 6. 
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| And * there is no work, ihr ot nor know: 
1 ® Jedge „nor Wildotri in the ;& 
therefore - wharſdever your * 
* with all ® yout mig ers * Tet det ont 
larity of the faden 455 y the of theſe 
ſolemairies, obliterate thoſe impreſſidhs, Which con- 
verſe with the grave is calculated to excite. If futh 
intereſting ſcenes take place upon our removal - 
| hence, can there be any thing in life, that may 
juſtly claim a competition with preparation fot 
death? O that men * were Wiſe, that they un. 
* derſtood this, that they would confider their latter 
„end (i) Ie Let the gay and the thoughtleſs grow 
ſerious here: the enèmies of God, and the ſer van 
of fin, tremble to think that ere long, death 
lay its cold hand upon them, and con oh them tb 
a moſt ſevere and « | doom. Let guilty fin- 
ners flee to Jzsus CnRIST by a true 1 1 
faith, and turn unto Gov, in As exerciſe of th 
repentance which is unto life eternal: rethembering 
that it is impoſſible to meet death wich — 
or in ſafety, while we are unintereſted in him. 


Let us all, my Fellow-immortals, be fillih bg uh) 
the remaining days of our pilgrimage, with a 
par and obedience to Gop and che Redeemer; 
nowing that the ſands in the glaſs of life will ſoon 
run out. Let us be more and more mortified to the 
world, and have our hearts and lives, more under 
the influence of the things which are unſeen, the 
ſubſtantial realities of a future ſtate. May the cul- 
ivation of all the ſeeds of future happineſs in our 
immortal ſouls, be the daily increaſing care, and ſoli- 


citude of our lives. May that faith which leadeth 
us 


(-) Eccles. ix. 10, (z) Deut. xxxii. 29. 
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us to Ixsus CuRIST, and his facrifice of atonement, + 
as the foundation of our hopes; bring forth in us 


more abundantly, the fruits of love, and gratitude, 
and obedience: that being juſtified freely by the 

„ and ſanctified by 9 of Gop, we may 
look forward to death with. pleaſure, and meet it 
with unſhaken confidence and hope. 


Finally, Learn, Chriſtians, at the mouth of this - 


grave, to be reconciled to a bed of duſt. If thus 


repared as was our deceafed brother, it will be to 
us a place of ſweet and undiſturbed repoſe. Having 


the promiſe of a glorious reſurrection at the coming 


of CayrIsT, and the proſpect of an happy immorta- 
= beyond this gloomy vale; we may ſurely ſay, 
elcome Death, Welcome the Grave, O Death, 


thou art a vanquiſhed enemy! In whatever forms 
of terrors thou mayeſt attack us, we will not fear. 
 . Our almighty Saviour hath made thee our cordial 


friend. e will nat ſhrink back into mortal life 


at thine approach, but yield to this laſt conflict, in 


the faith of our Redeemer's power and grace, to 
ſupport us in it, and carry us through it; knowing 
that we ſhall come off conquerors, and more 


than conquerors, through him who hath loved 


& us (4).” Then will we take a calm farewell of 
the world and all around us. look by faith into 


things within the veil, as a portion unalienably ſe- 


cured — commit our departing ſpirits, into the hands 
of a merciful and- all-ſufficient'Gop and Redeemer 
— and extend our delightful views, to the glories 


of the Reſurrection- morning, the dawn of an eter- 


nal day. Then ſhall we have a joyful meeting with 
our departed friend, and with him, and all the re- 


deemed, triumph in the pleaſing, the tranſporting 


| reflection, 
1) Rom. vju. 37. He 
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reflection, that Death is ſwallowed up in vic- 
* tory (&) 3“ while in the more noble and exalted 
ſtrains of the heavenly praiſe, we ſhall for euer give 
thanks unto Gop, who hath given us the victo 
« through our Lord JESUS CHRIST (504 


(x) 1 Cor, xv. 5+ (y) 1 Cor. xv. 57. 
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